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FOREWORD

I have great pleasure in introducing to the world of
scholars the book Mimasmsadarsanvimersch, by my colleague
Dr. Vachaspati Upadhyaya. He has had the bencfit of studying
Mimarhsa after the traditional manner from the well known
scholar Pandit Pattabhiram Sastri. There are few in the
country who pursue the study of this system of philosophy
now-a-days, most probably because it is tco abstiuse (o
interest them. That Dr. Upadhyaya is cne of those few is
really very heartening. He has studied in depth the relevant
literature pertaining to this system. The present work happily
bears the stamp of that depth and profundity.

The first chapter of the bcok deals with the 2geleng
problem of the Veda and its imperscnal crigin. An attempt
has been made to discuss this issue frem the view point of
Naiyayikas, at the outset, followed by a detailed account of the
Mimarhsakas relying mainly on the arguements advanced by
Kumarila Bhatta in his magnum opus the Shkarariika and
Parthasarathi Miéra in his S’astmn’iﬁﬂ'z‘z.

While discussing the valid means of knowledge, the
authorities to bring the main differences of opinion between
the Bhatta school and the Prabhikara school. In presenting
the view point of the later school, .S’élikanéx.ha, the celebrated
writer of Prakaranapaficiki has been mainly consulted in
view of the fact that he happens to be the acknowledged
authority on the Prabhakara school of Pirva-Nimarsa.

The author discusses some cardinal principles like the
theory of Illusion. He also goes into the question as to whether
cognition is to be realized through itself or through inference.
In this connection the author clearly states the point of view
of the idealist Buddhist and gives a simple exposition of the
‘Niralambanavada and the éﬁnyavéda.’
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In this respect the position of the Pribhdkara Mimarhs
saka may be stated as follows :

According to the Prabhikara school, cognition is self=
luminous {Svaprakasa), the cognizing subject, the object of
cognition and the cognition itself are apprehended at one
and the same point of time. This theory of knowledge is
known as Triputipratyaksavada or the theory of triple per-
ception and Vivekakhyativada or theory of error. Kumarila
Bhatta, however, maintains that cognition is not self-luminous,
it is inferred on the strength of a property known as cog-
nizedness { Jiidtatd) which is produced in the object through
the cognition.

Philosophical thinkers of Nydya and Mimarhsa schools
have been at variance with each other with regard to the
manner in which the validity (praméinya) of a cognition
is apprehended. It is interesting to note that in the opinion
of some thinkers all cognitions are dubious in nature (Sarm-
saya) and thus it is not within the purview of the cognizer to
determine the validity (praminya) or otherwise (a-pramanya)
of any cognition. But this is not accepted by many according
to whom it is possible to ascertain or apprehend the validity
or invalidity of a cognition. These thinkers are, however,
divided into two camps: the advocates of Svatah-praminya
and the advocates of the Paratah-pramanya.

The author has discussed in detail the view points of
these two aspects of the Priminyavida and has sought to
explain that the arguements advanced by the Naiyayikas have
been refuted by several Mimimsakas in view of the fact that
they (the Mimarhsakas) had to establish the Svatah-pramanya
aspect of the Vedas.

From what has been stated above it will be clear that the
present work is a stimulating piece of research and will be
warmly welcomed as such by the world of scholars.

SaTya VRAT SHASTRI

Professor and Head of the

Ramanavami Deptment of Sanskrit and Dean
9-4-14976 Faculty of Arts,
University of Delhi
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